
Britain during the Napoleonic Wars timeline 

 

1799 and 1800 – Combination Acts passed prohibiting workers from 

combining to negotiate higher wages 

Late 1802 – Colonel Despard conspiracy to assassinate George III – executed 

21 February 1803 

1802 – 18 May 1803 – Peace of Amiens 

18 May 1803 – war with France. Napoleon threatened to invade. 

April 1805 – Viscount Melville, Henry Dundas, forced to resign over 

corruption allegations 

21 October 1805 – Battle of Trafalgar 

23 January 1806 – William Pitt died 

11 February 1806- March 1807 – Ministry of All the Talents 

September 1806 – Charles James Fox died 

November 1806 – Berlin decrees closed European ports to all British vessels 

March 1807 – abolition of the slave trade 

March 1807 – Ministry of All the Talents forced to resign after a failed 

Catholic relief bill 

November 1807 – Orders in Council passed by Portland’s government – 

eventually led to war with America in 1812 

 

‘Mountain’ Whigs – Samuel Whitbread (1758 – 1815) and Henry Brougham 

(1778–1868)  

Sir Francis Burdett (1770-1844) and Francis Place (1771-1854) 

 

January 1809 – inquiry into the conduct of the Duke of York 

1809 – Whig MP John Curwen introduced a bill to prevent sale of 

parliamentary seats – passed 

15 June 1809 – Burdett moved a bill for parliamentary reform: annual 

parliaments, secret ballot, tax-paying franchise – failed 

May 1810 – Thomas Brand moved for a committee to ‘inquire into the state of 

the representation in parliament’ – triennial parliaments, extension of the franchise 



to householders and to redistribute seats away from rotten boroughs. Similar to 

Pitt’s plan of 1785 and Grey’s plan of 1797. Motion defeated 234 to 115.  

1810 – Burdett alluded arrest for a few days for defending the radical John 

Gale Jones against a charge of breach of privilege; he eventually allowed himself to 

be arrested while he was reading Magna Carta. 

1811-12 – Luddite disturbances in midlands and northern England 

11 May 1812 – Prime Minister Spencer Perceval shot in lobby of House of 

Commons. Lord Liverpool becomes PM.  

1812-13 – Major Cartwright toured the north and midlands to set up 

Hampden clubs 

1812-14 – peace and reform petitions sent from across the country.  

1812 - War with America. 

1812 – Brand moved for a second reform bill but it mustered only 88 votes.  

18 June 1815 – Battle of Waterloo 


