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Secondary source reading list 

 
 
Particularly useful books and articles are marked with * 
 
Some of the reading lists are voluminous. Please don’t be deterred: they are a 
resource for essay writing and intended to circumvent any library queues.  
 
Selection: Do remember that the selection of relevant reading material is an 
aspect of successful essay writing and you may need to consult a number of 
sources before deciding which ones are most appropriate to your topic. Check 
the reading and background reading for the relevant seminar topic. 
 
Locations: you may need to use the excellent InterLibrary Loan service 
provided by the LRC to access some of this material (but remember to plan 
ahead). Most journal articles are available online via UH LRC website. Many 
books have been partly digitised on www.google.co.uk/books. Further 
bibliographies can be searched in the Bibliography of British and Irish History 
– available via Voyager. 
 
Themes: Quite a few of these lists overlap, so do think about the connections 
between topics, and identify contexts that may be relevant. 
 
 
 

General reading: 
 
* Colley, Linda, Britons: Forging the Nation, 1707-1837 (New Haven, 1992) 
 
* Turner, Michael J. The age of unease: government and reform in Britain, 
1782-1832 (Stroud, 2000) 
 
* Christie, Ian R., Wilkes, Wyvill and reform: the parliamentary reform 
movement in British politics, 1760-1785 (London, 1962) 
 
Rogers, N., Crowds, Culture and Politics in Georgian England (Oxford, 1998) 
 
Royle, Edward, Revolutionary Britannia?: Reflections on the threat of 
revolution in Britain, 1789-1848 (Manchester, 2000) 
 
Thomis, Malcolm I. and Holt, Peter, Threats of revolution in Britain, 1789-1848 
(London, 1977) 
 
Mori, Jennifer, Britain in the age of the French Revolution, 1785-1820 
(Harlow, 2000) 
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Haywood, Ian, Bloody Romanticism: spectacular violence and the politics of 
representation, 1776-1832 (Basingstoke, 2006) 
 
Dinwiddy, J. R., Radicalism and Reform in Britain, 1780-1850 (1992) 
 
 
Studies of primary sources: 
 
Wood, M., Radical satire and print culture, 1790-1822 (1994) for Hone 
 
Wardroper, J., Kings, lords and wicked libellers: satire and protest, 1760-1837 
(1973) 
 
Dyer, G., British satire and the politics of style, 1789-1832 (1997) 
 
Smith, O., The politics of language, 1791-1819 (1984) for Cobbett 
 
Gilmartin, K., Print Politics, The Press and Radical Opposition in Early 
Nineteenth Century England (Cambridge, 1996); 
 
Caricatures: 
 
Dickinson, H. T., Caricatures and the constitution, 1760-1832 (Cambridge, 
1986) 
 
Diana Donald, The age of caricature: satirical prints in the reign of George III 
(London, 1996) 
 
Hunt, Tamara L. Defining John Bull: political caricature and national identity in 
late Georgian England (Burlington, 2003) 
 
Taylor, Miles, ‘John Bull and the iconography of public opinion in England 
c.1712-1929,’ Past & Present, 134 (1992), 93-128. 
 
 
 

The Unreformed parliament and state 
 
* O'Gorman, Frank, 'The unreformed electorate of Hanoverian England: the 
mid eighteenth century to the Reform Act of 1832', Social History [London], 
11:1 (1986), 33-52. 
 
* Phillips, John A., 'Participatory politics in Hanoverian England', Social 
History [London], 16:2 (1991), 223-30 
 
O'Gorman, Frank, Voters, patrons, and parties: the unreformed electorate of 
Hanoverian England, 1732-1832 (1989) 
 
Colley, Linda, 'Eighteenth-century English radicalism before Wilkes', 
Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, 5th ser., 31 (1981), 1-19. 



Parliamentary Reform 
Katrina Navickas 

3 

 
McCormack, Matthew, 'Metropolitan 'radicalism' and electoral independence, 
1760-1820', In Cragoe, Matthew; Taylor, Antony (ed.), London politics, 1760-
1914 (Basingstoke, 2005), 18-37. 
 
* Wilson, Kathleen, The sense of the people: politics, culture and imperialism 
in England, 1715-1785 (Cambridge, 1995) 
 
Parsinnen, T., ‘Association, Convention and Anti-Parliament,’ English 
Historical Review (1973) 
 
Langford, P., ‘Property and ‘Virtual Representation in Eighteenth Century 
England,’ Historical Journal (1988) 
 
* Sweet, R., ‘Freemen and Independence in English Borough Politics, 1770-
1830,’ Past and Present, 161 (1998) 
 

Wilkes 
 
Sainsbury, John, John Wilkes: the lives of a libertine (Aldershot, 2006) 
 
West, Shearer, 'Wilkes's squint: synecdochic physiognomy and political 
identity in eighteenth-century print culture', Eighteenth-Century Studies, 33:1 
(1999), 65-84 
 
Rauser, Amelia. 'Embodied liberty: why Hogarth's caricature of John Wilkes 
backfired', In Fort, Bernadette; Rosenthal, Angela (ed.), The other Hogarth: 
aesthetics of difference (Princeton, 2001), 240-59.  
 
Thomas, Peter David Garner, John Wilkes: a friend to liberty (Oxford, 1996) 
 
Sainsbury, John, 'John Wilkes, debt, and patriotism', Journal of British 
Studies, 34:2 (1995), 165-95 
 
Lander, James, 'A tale of two hoaxes in Britain and France in 1775', Historical 
Journal, 49:4 (2006), 995-1024 
 
Wilson, Kathleen, 'Whiggery assailed and triumphant: popular radicalisms in 
Hanoverian England' [Review article], Journal of British Studies, 34:1 (1995), 
118-30. 
 
Money, J., ‘The Masonic Moment; Or, Ritual, Replica, and Credit: John 
Wilkes, the Macaroni Parson, and the Making of the Middle-Class Mind’, The 
Journal of British Studies, 32, 4, (Oct., 1993), 358-395. 
 
 

Responses to the American Revolution 
 
Black, Eugene Charlton, The Association: British extra-parliamentary political 
organization, 1769-1793 (London, 1963) 
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* Phillips, N. C., 'Edmund Burke and the county movement, 1779-80', English 
Historical Review, 76 (1961), 254-78 
 
* Christie, Ian R. 'The Yorkshire Association, 1780-4: a Study in Political 
Organization', Historical Journal, 3:2 (1960), 144-61 
 
* Dickinson, Harry Thomas, 'Radicals and reformers in the age of Wilkes and 
Wyvill', in Black, Jeremy (ed.), British politics and society from Walpole to Pitt, 
1742-1789 (Basingstoke, 1990), 123-146 
 
* Conway, Stephen, The British Isles and the American War of Independence 
(Oxford, 2000) 
 
* Page, Anthony, '"Liberty has an asylum": John Jebb, British radicalism and 
the American Revolution', History, 87:286 (2002), 204-26.  
 
Phillips, N.C., ‘Edmund Burke and the County Movement, 1779-1780,’ English 
Historical Review, 76 (1961) 
 
Dickinson, H.T., ed., Britain and the American Revolution (1998) 
 
Bradley, J., Popular Politics and the American Revolution (1986) 
 
Butterfield, Herbert, Sir, 'The Yorkshire Association and the crisis of 1779-80', 
Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, 4th ser., 29 (1947), 69-91 
 
Dinwiddy, John Rowland, Christopher Wyvill and reform 1790-1820 (York, 
1971) 
 
Page, Anthony, John Jebb and the Enlightenment origins of British radicalism 
(Westport, 2003) 
 
Black, Jeremy, Crisis of empire: Britain and America in the eighteenth century 
(London, 2008) 
 
Flavell, Julie, 'Lord North's Conciliatory Proposal and the Patriots in London', 
English Historical Review, 107 (1992), 302-22. 
 
Knox, T., ‘Popular Politics and Provincial Radicalism: Newcastle,’ Albion 
(1979) 
 
Money, J., Experience and Identity: Birmingham and the West Midlands 
(1977) 
 
Bradley, J., ‘Religion and Reform at the Polls. Nonconformity in Cambridge 
politics,’ Journal of British Studies (1984) 
 
Hill, B., The Republican Virago (1992) 
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Hicks, Philip, 'Catharine Macaulay's civil war: gender, history, and 
republicanism in Georgian Britain', Journal of British Studies, 41:2 (2002), 
170-98 
 
Hill, Bridget, 'The link between Mary Wollstonecraft and Catharine Macaulay: 
new evidence', Women's History Review, 4 (1995), 177-92 
 
Hay, Carla, ‘John Sawbridge and "Popular Politics" in Late Eighteenth-
Century Britain’, Historian, 52: 4 (1990) 
 
 
 

Responses to the French Revolution 
 
 
Dickinson, H. T. (ed.), Britain and the French Revolution, 1789-1815 
(Basingstoke, 1989) 
 
* Dickinson, H. T., British radicalism and the French Revolution, 1789-1815 
(Oxford, 1985) 
 
Emsley, Clive, Britain and the French Revolution (Harlow, 2000) 
 
* Philp, M., (ed.), The French Revolution and British Popular Politics. 
Cambridge (1991) 
 
Andrews, Stuart, Unitarian radicalism: political rhetoric, 1770-1814 
(Basingstoke, 2003) 
 
Whatmore, Richard, 'Treason and despotism: The impact of the French 
revolution upon Britain' [Review essay],’ History of European Ideas, 34:4 
(2008), 583-86 
 
Harris, Bob (ed.), Scotland in the age of the French Revolution (Edinburgh, 
2005) 
 
Philp, Mark, 'Disconcerting ideas: explaining popular radicalism and popular 
loyalism in the 1790s', In Burgess, Glenn; Festenstein, Matthew (ed.), English 
radicalism, 1550-1850 (Cambridge, 2007), 157-89. 
 
Pentland, Gordon, 'The French Revolution, Scottish Radicalism and the 
"People Who Were Called Jacobins"', In Broich, Ulrich; Dickinson, Harry 
Thomas; Hellmuth, Eckhart; Schmidt, Martin (ed.), Reactions to revolutions: 
the 1790s and their aftermath (Münster, 2007), 85-108 
 
Stafford, W., ‘Shall We Take the Linguistic Turn? British Radicalism in the Era 
of the French Revolution,’ Historical Journal, 43 (2000), 583-594 
 
Goodrich, A., Debating England’s Aristocracy in the 1790s (2005), 
introduction 
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Barrell, J.,The Spirit of Despotism: Invasions of Privacy in the 1790s (2006) 
 

Ireland 
 
* Foster, R.F., Modern Ireland, 1600-1972 (1988), relevant chapters.  
 
* Small, Stephen, Political thought in Ireland, 1776-1798: republicanism, 
patriotism, and radicalism (Oxford, 2002) 
 
McBride, Ian, '"When Ulster joined Ireland": anti-popery, presbyterian 
radicalism and Irish republicanism in the 1790s', Past & Present, 157 (1997), 
63-93 
 
Elliott, Marianne, 'Ireland and the French Revolution', In Dickinson, Harry 
Thomas (ed.), Britain and the French Revolution, 1789-1815 (Basingstoke 
and New York, 1989), 83-101 
 
Curtin, Nancy J. The United Irishmen: popular politics in Ulster and Dublin, 
1791-1798 (Oxford, 1994) 
 
McDowell, Robert Brendan, 'The age of the United Irishmen, revolution and 
the union, 1794-1800', In Moody, Theodore William, Vaughan, W. E. (ed.), A 
New History of Ireland, 4: Eighteenth-Century Ireland (Oxford, 1986), 339-
373.  
 
Elliott, M., Partners in Revolution: The United Irishmen and France (1982) 
 
Dickson, D., Keogh D., and Whelan, K., eds., The United Irishmen: 
Republicanism, Radicalism and Rebellion (1993) 
 
Whelan, Kevin, 'The tree of liberty': radicalism, Catholicism, and the 
construction of Irish identity 1760-1830 (Cork, 1996) 
 
Powell, M. J., ‘British Party Politics and Imperial Control: Rockingham Whigs 
and Ireland,’ Parliamentary History, 21 (2002) 
 
Herman, Neil, 'Henry Grattan, the Regency Crisis and the emergence of a 
Whig party in Ireland, 1788-9', Irish Historical Studies, 32:128 (2001), 478-97 
 
Powell, M.J., Britain and Ireland in the eighteenth century: Crisis of Empire 
(2003) 
 
Smyth, J., Revolution, Counter-Revolution and Union: Ireland in the 1790s 
(2000) 
 
McDowell, R.B., Ireland in the Age of Imperialism and Revolution (1979) 
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McBride, I., ‘The common name of Irishman,’ in T. Claydon and I. McBride, 
(ed.), Protestantism and National Identity: Britain and Ireland, c.1650-c.1850 
(1998) 
 
O’Brien, G., ‘The Grattan Mystique,’ Eighteenth Century Ireland (1986) 
 
McDowell, R.B., Grattan, a Life (2001) 
 
Mansergh, Danny, Grattan's failure: parliamentary opposition and the people 
in Ireland, 1777-1800 (Dublin, 2005) 
 
 
 

Britain during the Napoleonic Wars 
 
Philp, M. (ed.), Resisting Napoleon: the British response to the threat of 
invasion, 1797-1815 (Aldershot, 2006) 
 
* Harling, P., The Waning of Old Corruption: The Politics of Economical 
Reform in Britain, 1779-1846 (1996) 
 
* Cookson, J.E., The Friends of Peace: Anti-War Liberalism in England, 1793-
1815 (Cambridge, 1982) 
 
Ceadel, M., The Origins of War Prevention: The British Peace Movement and 
International Relations,1730-1854 (Oxford, 1996) 
 
* Eckersley, R., ‘Of Radical Design: John Cartwright and the Redesign of the 
Reform Campaign, c.1800–1811,’ History, 89 (2004), 560-580 
 
Harling, P., ‘The Duke of York Affair and the Complexities of Wartime 
Patriotism,’ Historical Journal, 39 (1996), 963-84 
 
Navickas, Katrina, Loyalism and radicalism in Lancashire, 1798-1815 (Oxford, 
2009) 
 
Spence, P., The Birth of Romantic Radicalism: War, Popular Politics and 
English Reformism, 1800-1815 (1996) 
 
Elliott, M., ‘The Despard Conspiracy reconsidered,’ Past and Present, 75 
(1977) 
 
* Rapp, D., ‘The Left Wing Whigs: Whitbread, the Mountain and Reform, 
1809-1815,’ Journal of British Studies, 21 (1982), 35-66 
 
* Hone, A., For the Cause of Truth: Radicalism in London, 1796-1821 (1982), 
chapters 2 and 3. 
 
Wells, R., Insurrection: The British Experience, 1795-1803 (Gloucester, 1983); 
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McCalman, I., Radical Underworld: Prophets, Revolutionaries and 
Pornographers in London, 1795-1840 (2nd ed., 1993); 
 
Booth, A., ‘The United Irishmen and Radical Politics in the Industrial North 
West of England,’ International Review of Social History, 31 (1986), 271-97 
 
Drescher, S., 'Whose abolition?: popular pressure and the ending of the 
British slave trade', Past & Present, 143 (1994), 136-66 
 
Oldfield, J.R., Popular Politics and British Anti-Slavery, the Mobilisation of 
Public Opinion Against the Slave Trade, 1787-1807 (1995) 
 
Dinwiddy, J., ‘Luddism and Politics in the northern Counties,’ Social History, 4 
(1979) 
 
Semmel, S., ‘British Radicals and legitimacy: Napoleon in the mirror of 
history,’ Past & Present, 167 (2000) 
 
McCalman, Iain, 'Ultra-Radicalism and convivial debating-clubs in London, 
1795-1838', English Historical Review, 102 (1987), 309-33. 
 
Williams, Gwyn Alfred, Artisans and sans-culottes: popular movements in 
France and Britain during the French Revolution (New York, 1969) 
 
 
 

The mass platform and the road to Peterloo 
 
* Belchem, John, 'Henry Hunt and the evolution of the mass platform', English 
Historical Review, 93 (1978), 739-73 
 
Miller, N., ‘John Cartwright and radical parliamentary reform, 1809-1819,’ 
English Historical Review (1968) 
 
* Poole, Robert, '"By the Law or the Sword": Peterloo Revisited', History, 
91:302 (2006), 254-76 
 
Poole, Robert, 'The March to Peterloo: Politics and Festivity in Late Georgian 
England', Past & Present, 192 (2006), 109-53 
 
* Bush, Michael Laccohee, 'The Women at Peterloo: The Impact of Female 
Reform on the Manchester Meeting of 16 August 1819', History, 89:294 
(2004), 209-232 
 
* Vernon, James (ed.), Re-reading the constitution: new narratives in the 
political history of England's long nineteenth century (Cambridge, 1996) 
 
Belchem, John, 'Orator' Hunt: Henry Hunt and English working-class 
radicalism (Oxford, 1985) 
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Poole, Robert, 'French Revolution or Peasants' Revolt?: petitioners and rebels 
in England from the Blanketeers to the Chartists', Labour History Review, 74:1 
(2009), 6-26 
 
Hunt, Tamara L. 'Morality and monarchy in the Queen Caroline affair', Albion, 
23 (1991), 697-722. 
 
Carter, Louise, 'British Masculinities on Trial in the Queen Caroline Affair of 
1820', Gender & History, 20:2 (2008), 248-69. 
 
Dyck, Ian, 'From "Rabble" to "Chopsticks": The Radicalism of William 
Cobbett', Albion, 21 (1989), 56-87. 
 
Epstein, J., ‘The Constitutional Idiom: Radical Reasoning, Rhetoric and Action 
in Early Nineteenth Century England,’ Journal of Social History, 23 (1990), 
553-74. 
 
Epstein, J., Radical Expression, Political Language, Ritual and Symbol in 
England (Oxford, 1994) 
 
* Belchem, J., ‘Republicanism, Popular Constitutionalism and the Radical 
Platform in Early Nineteenth Century England,’ Social History, 6 (1982), 1-32 
 
 

Loyalism and the Ultras 
 
* Philp, M., 'Vulgar Conservatism, 1792-3,’ English Historical Review, 110 
(1995), 42-69. 
 
O'Gorman, Frank, 'The Paine Burnings of 1792-1793,’ Past & Present, 193 
(2006), 111-56. 
 
Fulcher, Jonathan, 'The Loyalist Response to the Queen Caroline Agitations', 
Journal of British Studies, 34:4 (1995), 481-502. 
 
Colley, Linda, ‘The Apotheosis of George III: Loyalty, Royalty and the British 
Nation, 1760-1820,’ Past & Present, 102 (1984) 
 
Sack, J.J., From Jacobite to Conservative, Reaction and Orthodoxy in Britain, 
c.1760-1832 (Cambridge, 1993) 
 
Hole, R., Pulpits, Politics and Public Order in England, 1760-1832 
 
Harling, Philip, 'The law of libel and the limits of repression, 1790-1832', 
Historical Journal, 44:1 (2001), 107-34 
 
Gaunt, Richard A., 'The fourth Duke of Newcastle, the Ultra-Tories and the 
opposition to Canning's administration', History, 88:292 (2003), 568-86 
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Schofield, T. P., 'Conservative political thought in Britain in response to the 
French Revolution', Historical Journal, 29:3 (1986), 601-22. 
 

The Reform Acts 
 
 
* Wasson, Ellis Archer, 'The great Whigs and parliamentary reform, 1809-30', 
Journal of British Studies, 24 (1985), 434-64. 
 
LoPatin-Lummis, Nancy, 'The 1832 Reform Act Debate: Should the Suffrage 
Be Based on Property or Taxpaying?', Journal of British Studies, 46:2 (2007), 
320-45 
 
* Pentland, Gordon, 'The Debate on Scottish Parliamentary Reform, 1830-
1832', Scottish Historical Review, 85:1 (2006), 100-30.  
 
McCormack, Matthew, 'The independent man: gender, obligation, and virtue 
in the 1832 Reform Act', In Turner, Michael J. (ed.), Reform and reformers in 
nineteenth century Britain (Sunderland, 2004), 25-42.  
 
Pearce, Edward, Reform!: the fight for the 1832 Reform Act (London, 2003) 
 
Hall, Catherine, 'The rule of difference: gender, class and empire in the 
making of the 1832 Reform Act', In Blom, Ida; Hagemann, Karen; Hall, 
Catherine (ed.), Gendered nations: nationalisms and gender order in the long 
nineteenth century (Oxford, 2000), 107-35 
 
Salmon, Philip J., '"Reform Should Begin at Home": English Municipal and 
Parliamentary Reform, 1818-32', Parliamentary History, 24: Suppl (2005), 93-
113. 
 
Phillips, John A.; Wetherell, Charles, 'The Great Reform Act of 1832 and the 
political modernization of England', American Historical Review, 100 (1995), 
411-36 
 
Dyer, Michael, '"Mere detail and machinery": the Great Reform Act and the 
effects of redistribution on Scottish representations 1832-1868', Scottish 
Historical Review, 62:1 (1983), 17-34 
 
Burns, R. Arthur; Innes, Joanna (ed.), Rethinking the age of reform: Britain 
1780-1850 (Cambridge, 2003) 
 
Mandler, Peter. Aristocratic government in the age of reform: Whigs and 
Liberals, 1830-1852 (Oxford, 1990) 
 
LoPatin, Nancy, ‘Ritual, Symbolism and Radical Rhetoric: Political Unions and 
Political Identity in the Age of Parliamentary Reform’, Victorian Culture, (2001) 
 
 
 


