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Politics of parliamentary reform

Katrina Navickas


Lecture 6 handout: Britain during the Napoleonic Wars

Structure of the lecture:

· United Englishmen and the Despard conspiracy

· Britons: propaganda and patriotism

· abolition of the slave trade campaign

· revival of the peace and reform campaign, 1807-15

Britons:
Key elements:

1. armed forces and volunteer regiments………………………………………

2. home defence and patriotism…………………………………………………

3. Britishness………………………………………………………………………

‘Old Corruption’ Scandals:
1. the Melville Affair, 1805…………………………………………………………

2. controversy over Grenville’s sinecure 1806…………………………………..
3. the Duke of York Affair, 1809………………………………………………….

Rise of the reform campaigns from 1807:

Sir Francis Burdett

William Cobbett

Major Cartwright

Henry Hunt

Problems:

1.

2.

3.

4.

Timeline:

1799

April – Pitt introduces 10% income tax

July – first Combination Act prohibiting trade unions


Act prohibiting London Corresponding Society and the United societies

1800

July – second Combination Act

August – Act of Union with Ireland

‘Two Acts’ expire and habeas corpus restored – leads to meetings for peace and reform, organised by the United Englishmen – Two Acts renewed and habeas corpus suspended again

1801
January – Pitt resigned over George III’s refusal to pass Catholic Emancipation. Replaced by Addington.

1801-2 – ‘Peace of Amiens’

1803 

Colonel Despard arrested

17 May - British government declared war on Napoleonic France

1804

May – Pitt returns to office

1805 

April – Henry Dundas, Lord Melville, resigns over corruption scandal

21 October – victory at Trafalgar; death of Admiral Nelson

1806

23 January – death of Pitt

‘Ministry of All the Talents’ led by Grenville

September – Death of Fox
Napoleon issues the Berlin decrees, closing European ports to British vessels

1807
5 March – Grey introduced Catholic Relief Bill

16 March – abolition of the slave trade bill passed third reading in Commons

24 March – ministry resigned. Replaced by Duke of Portland.
Orders in Council passed in retaliation against the Berlin Decrees

1809

John Curwen’s Act to prevent the sale of parliamentary seats
October – Spencer Perceval attempted to form a government of national unity

George III’s Golden Jubilee

1810

May – Thomas Brand moved for a committee ‘to inquire into the state of the representation of the people in parliament’. Motion defeated 234-115. 
1811

February – Regency Act

1812

May – Spencer Perceval assassinated in the lobby of the House of Commons

Lord Liverpool becomes PM

March-June - Luddite machine breaking in North and Midlands

June – America declared war on Britain over the Orders in Council
1813 

Cartwright’s tours of the North

1815

18 June – Battle of Waterloo
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