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Politics of Parliamentary Reform

Katrina Navickas


Lecture 5 handout: Ireland
Structure of the lecture:

· Patriots and Liberty

· Key tropes - legislation

· Impact of the American Revolution – ideologies, Grattan’s Parliament of 1782

· Impact of the French Revolution – ideologies, the Irish Rebellion of 1798
Object of the week: James Gillray, ‘United Irishmen upon Duty’ (1798)

Key tropes: 
Patriotism………………………………………………………………………..

Liberty…………………………………………………………………………….

Tropes of legislation: 
1494 Poynings’ law – statute decreed that bills drafted by the Irish council had to be approved by the English council before being reintroduced into the Irish parliament.

1720 Declaratory Act – British parliament claimed the right to veto any legislation thought up by the Dublin parliament.

Demand for reform
1776 - only 64 of the 300 seats in the Irish Commons were ‘open’, and the rest were controlled by about 50 peers.

Impact of the American Revolution

1. demand for free trade……………………………………………………………

2. role of the volunteers in ……………………………………………………..

significant role of volunteering as an instrument of ……………………………………………………………………
How ‘revolutionary’ was ‘Grattan’s parliament’ of 1782?

1. later Irish patriots…………………………………………………………………
2. Attitude of Rockingham Whigs………………………………………………..

3. Not wholly due to ……………………………………………………………..

4. British government still had control over………………………………………
Impact of the French Revolution

Key points:

- Volunteers and United Irishmen…………………………………………………..

- Defenders……………………………………………………………………………

- French Revolution………………………………………………………………….

- Paine’s Rights of Man……………………………………………………………..

- the press………………………………………………………………………….

- connections with French revolutionaries………………………………………..

- problematic of the Catholic question…………………………………………….

October 1791 – Belfast Society of United Irishmen resolutions
:

1. that the weight of English influence in the government of this country is so great as to require a cordial union among all the people of Ireland to maintain that balance which is essential to the preservation of our liberties and the extension of our commerce.

2. the sole constitutional mode by which this influence can be opposed is by the complete and radical reform of the representation of the people in parliament.

3. that no reform is practicable, efficacious, or just which shall not include Irishmen of every religious persuasion.

Timeline:

1773 – Catholic Committee formed.

October 1775 – 2 to 1 majority of MPs in Dublin parliament rejected an attempt to insert an antiwar passage in the loyal address to the king.

February 1776 – December 1778 – British embargo on export of Irish provisions (except corn)

1776-8 – formation of volunteer regiments
July 1779 - Catholic Committee loyal address 

October 1779 - Irish parliament met and Dublin volunteers lined the streets. 

4 November 1779 – Dublin volunteers assembled in College Green; demanded free trade.
19 April 1780 – Henry Grattan’s speech in the Dublin Commons declaring legislative independence.
28 December 1781 – Armagh regiments’ southern battalion called on all volunteer corps to send delegates to Dungannon.

Armagh resolutions – ‘that to avert the impending danger from the nation and to restore the constitution to its original purity, the most vigorous and effectual methods must be pursued, to root corruption and court influence from the legislative body.’

15 February 1782 – Dungannon convention – Grattan’s declaration of Irish legislative independence
15 May 1782 – British cabinet agreed to concede legislative independence.

17 May 1782 – Charles J. Fox announced British government’s proposal to repeal the Declaratory Act and modify Poyning’s law.

July 1783 – meeting of United Irish delegates 

10 November 1783 – Grand National Convention of volunteers met at Dublin

29 November 1783 – Henry Flood presented bill for a new constitution to Dublin parliament. Rejected 157-77. 

March 1784 – another reform bill defeated.

October 1784 – Dublin National Reform Congress
1789 – establishment of Dublin Whig Club
Early 1791 – Catholic Committee established a new steering committee

14 July 1791 – Bastille day celebrations in Belfast – Wolfe Tone’s resolutions rejected.

September 1791 – Wolfe Tone published An Argument on Behalf of the Catholics of Ireland – sells 6000 copies by early 1792.

18 October 1791 – first meeting of the Belfast Society of United Irishmen

9 November 1791 – Napper Tandy convened the Dublin Society of United Irishmen
July 1792 – Catholic Committee hired Wolfe Tone as their secretary

1792 – formation of new brand of volunteers, the National Guard, in Belfast, Derry, Newry and Dublin.
Autumn 1792 – some Dublin United Irishmen launched a new volunteer body inspired by the French example – unsuccessful.

1793 – clashes between British troops and radical volunteers in Belfast

11 March 1793 – Lord Lieutenant issued proclamation declaring all volunteer assemblies unlawful.

March 1794 – moderate reform bill defeated in Irish parliament

May 1794 – Dublin Society of United Irishmen officially suppressed

1795 – United Irishmen reconvened and reconstituted as a revolutionary movement. 

1796 – French landing at Bantry Bay

23 May 1798 – Irish Rebellion breaks out. 
30 May 1798 – Irish rebels entered Wexford, which was reoccupied by the troops on 21 June. 

1 January 1801 - Act of Union 
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