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Quick timeline

1760 – accession of George III

1762 – June – John Wilkes starts North Briton

1767 – June – Townshend duties on American trade

1768 – May – pro-Wilkes riots in London

1769  - Feb. – Wilkes expelled from the Commons

1770 – Jan – PM Grafton resigns after motion on the administration’s handling of Wilkes and the Middlesex election; North becomes PM.

1773 – Oct. – Tea Act

1773 – Dec. – Boston Tea Party

1775 – Aug. – King’s proclamation of rebellion in American colonies

1776 – July – American declaration of independence

1778 – summer – motions for peace and reform of parliament narrowly defeated in Commons

1779 – Dec.- first meeting of Yorkshire Association under Christopher Wyvill

1780 – Feb. – Yorkshire petition for parliamentary reform presented

1780 – April- Dunning’s motion to reduce Crown influence

1780 – June – Gordon riots in London

1782 – Nov – preliminaries of peace agreed with American colonies

1783 – Apr – Fox-North administration

1783 – Apr – Pitt the Younger’s parliamentary reform proposals defeated in Commons

1784 – March – Pitt becomes PM

1788 – Nov – George III’s illness starts ‘Regency crisis’

1789 – July – (14th) storming of the Bastille in Paris

1791 – March – Thomas Paine, Rights of Man, part I published. 

1791 – July – ‘Church and King’ riots in Birmingham

1792 – Jan. – formation of London Corresponding Society

1792 – May – proclamation against seditious publications

1792 – Dec – trial of Paine for seditious libel

1793 – Jan – execution of Louis XVI of France

1793 – May – Grey’s motion for reform defeated in Commons

1793 – Oct – British Convention meets in Edinburgh

1794 – May – arrest of leaders of English reform societies on charge of high treason

1794 – July – Portland Whigs join Pitt administration

1795 – July – food riots

1795 – Oct – attack on king’s coach by anti-war protestors on opening of parliament

1795 – Nov-Dec – ‘Two Acts’ extending law of treason and prohibiting mass meetings

1797 – April – Spithead mutinies

1798 – May – outbreak of rebellion in Ireland

1799 – July – Combination Act passed

1800 – July – second Combination Act passed

1800 – Aug – Act of Union with Ireland

1801 – Feb – resignation of Pitt

1802 – peace with France

1803 – May – war resumed with France

1805 – Oct – Trafalgar

1807 – May – Act abolishing the slave trade

1810 – Oct – George III ill

1811 – Mar – beginning of Luddite disturbances in Midlands

1812 – Jan – beginning of Luddite disturbances in northern England

1812 – Mar – petitions against Orders in Council 

1812 – May – assassination of PM Spencer Perceval

1812 – June – Liverpool administration formed

1815 – June – Waterloo

1816 – Oct – first edition of Cobbett’s Political Register

1817 – Jan – attack on Prince Regent’s Coach leads to ‘Gagging Acts’; Habeas Corpus suspended

1817 – March – march of the ‘Blanketeers’

1817 – June – Pentrich rising in Derbyshire

1819 – August (16th) – ‘Peterloo massacre’ in Manchester; followed by ‘Six Acts’

1820 – death of George III; accession of George IV. Queen Caroline agitation.

1824 - Combination Acts repealed.
1829 - Formation of the Birmingham Political Union.

1829 - Catholic Emancipation Act.

1830 - Wellington declares against any need for parliamentary reform.

1830 – Swing rioting across southern England
1831 - The 'Merthyr Rising: industrial unrest in South Wales.

1831 - Reform Riots.

1832 – May - Reform Act.

1833 – abolition of Slavery

1834 – ‘Tolpuddle Martyrs’
1836 - London Working Men's Association formed
1837 - Birmingham Political Union revived.

1837 - Feargus O'Connor launches the Northern Star newspaper in Leeds (November).

1837-8 – agitation against New Poor Law

1838 - Publication of the 'Charter': six political points to democratise Britain.

1838 - first edition of Feargus O'Connor's Northern Star published.

1838 – April - Great Northern Union founded in Leeds 

1838 – May- People's Charter launched in London and National Petition launched in Birmingham

1838 - May - Mass meeting on Glasgow Green hears of the People's Charter for the first time

1838 - Tens of thousands attend Chartist rallies in Birmingham (August), Manchester (September) and elsewhere.

1839 - First Chartist convention meets in London (4 February), and later (May) in Birmingham. 
1839 - First Chartist petition presented to parliament.

1839 - 'Newport Rising'

1839-44 – ‘Rebecca Riots.

1842 - 'General Strike' in the northern and midlands towns.

1842 - Second Chartist petition presented to parliament.

1848 - Chartist Kennington Common Meeting.

1848 - Third Chartist petition presented to parliament.
