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Peace, Power and Prosperity

Katrina Navickas


5HUM0325 Lecture 5 handout: Empire
Structure of the lecture:
- the nature of the British Empire

- debate on ‘imperial absentmindedness’

- viewing the empire and its identity through architecture

Three overlapping components of the British Empire:
1. white settlement…………………………………………………………………..

2. India…………………………………………………………………………………

India’s population rose from about 40m to 303 in 1911; in 1815 her world trade stood at £8m but grew to £120m with Britain alone by 1913.
3. conquests and warfare……………………………………………………………

By 1911, British Africa embraced 2.8 million square miles and a population of nearly 40 million.
Historians and the debate on ‘informal empire’ and ‘imperial absent-mindedness’:

J. Gallagher and R. Robinson, ‘The Imperialism of Free Trade,’ Economic History Review, vi (1953)
P. Cain and A. G. Hopkins, British Imperialism: Innovation and Expansion, 1688-1914 (1993)
John Darwin, ‘Imperialism and the Victorians: The Dynamics of Territorial Expansion,’ The English Historical Review, Vol. 112, No. 447 (Jun., 1997), pp. 614-642
Bernard Porter, 'Further Thoughts on Imperial Absent-Mindedness', The Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth History, 36: 1 (March 2008), 101-117
John M.MacKenzie, ''Comfort' and Conviction: A Response to Bernard Porter', The Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth History, 36: 4 (December 2008), 659-668
Key points: 
1. empire not overseen by one department………………………………………

2. The nineteenth century saw an increasing divergence between the Empire of British subjects claiming rights abroad and the Empire of dependent or protected people without such statutory claims.

3. problematic task……………………………………………………………………
4. role of international rivals………………………………………………………….

5. changes in the nature of empire:
1830-50………………………………………………………………………………..
1857……………………………………………………………………………………

1880s………………………………………………………………………………….

1895-1911…………………………………………………………………………….

British Imperial architecture in India:

Government House, Calcutta (1798-1803), now Raj Bhavan, Kolkatta

Victoria Terminus, Bombay (1878-87), [now Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus, Mumbai]
Mayo College, Ajmer (1875)

Victoria Memorial Hall, Madras (1909), now National Art Gallery, Chennai

Gateway of India (1911), Mumbai

Victoria Memorial Hall, Calcutta (1906-21), now art museum, Kolkatta

Selected dates:

1807 – abolition of the slave trade

1833 – abolition of slavery
1836 – Governor Sir Benjamin D’Urban annexed Queen Adelaide’s Land, southern Africa

1842 – Hong Kong acquired

1846-56 – Lord Dalhousie’s expansion into Indian states

1847 - Sir Harry Smith annexed British Kaffraria, southern Africa

1848 - Smith extended British rule to embrace the Boers beyond Orange.
1851 – Great Exhibition demonstrated fruits of empire

1854-6 – Crimean War

1857 – Sepoy or Indian Rebellion [previously known as the ‘Mutiny’]

1858 – Government of India Act removes the power of the East India Company and creates an Indian Office

1877 – Queen Victoria is declared Empress of India

1878 – Congress of Berlin

1880s – ‘scramble for Africa’

1880 – first South African [Boer] War

1886 – Colonial and Indian Exhibition, South Kensington

1893-4 – France and Russia alliance

1899-1902 – second South African [Boer] War

1907 – Boy Scouts founded by Baden Powell

1911 – Indian capital moved from Calcutta to Delhi

Key figures:

Henry John Temple, 3rd Viscount Palmerston (1784–1865), Foreign Secretary and Prime Minister (1859-65)

Robert Cecil, 3rd Marquess of Salisbury (1830-1903), Secretary of State for India, and Prime Minister (1895 – 1902)
Cecil John Rhodes (1853 –1902), Prime Minister of the Cape Colony (1890-6)

Further reading:

Andrew Porter, ed., The Oxford History of the British Empire: Volume III: The nineteenth century (Oxford, 1999)
� Andrew Porter, ed., The Oxford History of the British Empire: Volume III: The nineteenth century (Oxford, 1999), p. 4. 





